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and the representations made thereon to the Privy Council. Upon 
these was based the trade legislation of the 18th century. It will then 
appear that the policy adopted was not wholly irrational or ill-considered. 
It was an honest, though, as it proved, a mistaken endeavor to meet real 
needs. It was not intended to oppress the colonies. Those which did 
not revolt probably felt its restrictions more than those which did. The 
fault of the author, as of all American writers who have hitherto treated 
of the subject, is that they have looked_ at it almost wholly from the 
colonial standpoint. Into their treatment of the subject they have also 
introduced a good deal of cheap rhetoric about American liberty and 
enterprise which, to say the least, is out of place in scientific discussion. 

H. L. Osgood. 

La Vie Politique a I'Etranger: 1889. Publiee sous la direc- 
tion et avec une Preface de Ernest Lavisse. Paris, G. Charpentier 
et C lc , 1890. — ix, 486 pp. 

As M. Lavisse says in his preface, this new annual shows that " la 
curiosity du dehors s'est reveillee en France." This will be no news to 
those who have followed the admirable work of the French Society 
of Comparative Legislation, or even looked into the Annales of the 
French School of Political Sciences ; but the Vie Politique is at least 
a new evidence of the intelligent curiosity to which M. Lavisse alludes. 
It is a record of the leading political events of the year in all parts of 
the world except France. Every state except France — even such 
minute independencies as San Marino and Altenberg (Moresnet) — 
has its place in the scheme. The work has been divided among a 
number of writers, but the volume shows unity of plan and a substantial 
evenness of execution. The record of events in the more important 
countries is fairly full ; not only the strictly political events but also the 
economic and social movements are followed ; the reader will find, for 
example, accounts of the labor troubles of 1889 and of the relations 
of church and state throughout Europe. In some cases the treatment 
of single topics outruns the limits of a chronological record. The 
account of the German colonial policy goes back to 1884 ; and the title 
on the United States, by M. Joseph Chailley, includes suggestive para- 
graphs on the character of the American people, the spoils system, the 
protection policy and the restriction of immigration. 

It will be seen that this new annual is unlike any of those now in 
existence. It covers, to a certain extent, the same ground as the Euro- 
paischer Geschichtskalender of Schultess (started in i860); but there are 
important differences in plan and scope. The Geschichtskalender gives 
under the single headings a purely chronological record of events in 
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each country, followed at the end of the volume by a brief narrative his- 
tory of European politics. The Vie Politique gives a narrative history 
of each country, but none of Europe at large, so that the movement of 
diplomacy must be sought under the titles devoted to the single states. 
The Geschichtskalender gives more original documentary material and is 
in so far of greater value to the student. The Vie Politique is much 
more readable and will appeal to a wider circle. The Geschichtskalender 
is weak in its extra-European portions ; and it is here that the Vie Poli- 
tique is particularly strong, devoting, for example, no less than 116 pages 
to Africa. The German annual is especially full as regards the move- 
ment of German politics ; the French annual, as its title implies, excludes 
France. (France already possesses an excellent record of internal poli- 
tics in M. Daniel's LAnnee Politique, issued by the same publishers.) 
Finally, the Vie Politique attempts to follow the movement of political 
literature. The bibliography is not very full in the present number, but 
M. Lavisse promises that it shall be "developed." 

There are occasional mistakes in the spelling of German and English 
words, especially of proper names, but not so many as one expects in 
a French book. There are not many errors of fact, even in unimportant 
details — but Secretary Tracy will be surprised to learn that he was at one 
time "maire de Brooklynn" (page 368), and the discovery of "trois 
presidents a la fois " in West Virginia will startle all Americans. 

M. S. 



